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Today the Church repeats, sings, shouts: “Jesus is Risen!”. But
why isthis? Peter, John, thewomenwent to the Sepulchreand it was
empty. Hewas not there. They went away with their heartsclosed in
sadness, the sadness of defeat: the Teacher, their Teacher, the One
whom they loved so much had been put to death; Heisdead. And
thereisno return from death. Thisisthe defeat. Thisisthe path of
defeat, the path towardsthe sepul chre. But theAngel saysto them,
“He is not here, He is Risen”.

It is the first announcement: “He is Risen”. And then the
confusion, the closed hearts, the gpparitions. But the disciples stayed
locked inthe Upper Room the entire day because they were afraid
that what happened to Jesus would happen to them. The Church
does not cease to say before our losses, our closed and fearful
hearts: “Stop, the Lord is Risen”. But if the Lord is Risen, why is it
that thesethings happen? Why isit that thereisso much adversity:
illness, humantrafficking, human davery, war, destruction, mutilation,
vengeance, hatred? Whereisthe Lord then?

Yesterday | phoned a young man with a grave illness, an
educated young man, an engineer, and whiletalkingto him, to give
him a sign of faith, | said: “There are no explanations for what is
happening to you. Look at Jesus on the Cross. God did thisto his
Son, and there is no other explanation”. And he answered: “Yes, but
He asked His Son and the Son said ‘yes’. | was not asked if I
wanted this”. This moves us. None of us is asked: “Are you happy
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with what is happening intheworld? Areyou willingto carry this
cross further?” And the Cross goes forth and faith in Jesus comes
down from it. Today, the Church continues to say: “Stop. Jesus is
Risen”. And this is not a fantasy. The Resurrection of Christis nota
celebration with many flowers. Thisisbeautiful, but thisisnotit. Itis
something more. It isthe mystery of the discarded stone which
becomesthefoundation of our existence. ChristisRisen. Thisiswhat
itmeans.

Inthisthrowaway culturewherewhat isnot needed isjust used
and disposed of, where what is not needed is thrown away, that
stone - Jesus- the source of life, isdiscarded. And with faithin the
Risen Christ, wetoo, pebbleson thisearth of pain, tragedy, acquire
meaning amid so many calamities. The sensetolook beyond, the
sense to say: “Look, there is no wall; there is a horizon, there is life,
thereisjoy, thereisthecrosswith thisambivaence. Look ahead, do
not closewithinyourself. You pebble, acquiremeaninginlifebecause
you are a pebble near that rock, that stone which the evil of sin
discarded”. What does the Church tell us today before so many
tragedies? Simply this: the discarded stoneisnot really discarded.
The pebbleswhich believeand stick to that stoneare not discarded.
They have meaning and it iswith this sentiment that the Church
repeats from the bottom of Her heart: “Christ is Risen”.

Let us think for a while, each of us, think about the daily
problems, theillnesseswe have been through or of onethat arelative
has; let usthink about wars, human tragediesand withsimplicity, with
ahumblevoice, without flowers, aone, before God, beforeus, let us
say, “I do not know how this is, but I am certain that Christ is Risen
and | have put a wager on it”. Brothers and sisters, this is what |
wanted to say to you. Go home today repeating in your hearts:
“Christ is Risen”.

Saint Peter’s Square
Easter Sunday
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Let us Remember,
Congratulate and Pray..

MAY

BIRTHDAY
Fr. John Maruthoor -
Fr. JohnVaipil -
Fr. Sam Paruvdil -
Fr. Abraham Pappadiyil -
Fr. Abraham Tha othil -
Fr. Oommen Padipurackal -
Fr. Thomas Cherupushpabhavan -
Fr. Jose Venmal ott -
Fr. Geevarghese Nediyamala -
Fr. Geevarghese Kaithavana -
Fr. Kdeb Cheruvallil -

FEAST DAY

Fr. Job Kdluvilayil -
Rt.Rev. JohnPuthenvilayil Corepisoopo. -
Fr. John Padipurackal -
Fr. John Jacob Peroorparampil -
Fr. John Thottathil

ORDINATION DAY
Fr. Cherian Kolanjikompil

May 04
May 05
May 10
May 17
May 18
May 18
May 20
May 20
May 21
May 30
May 31

May 06
May 08
May 08
May 08
May 08

May 05
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Programme Diary of His Grace

Date Venue / Function Time
03-05 Bangalore/ CBCI
06 | Madras-Ayapakkam/ Church blessing
07 | Mumba
08 | Trivandrum-Mar GregoriosRenewal Centre
MCA-Light 2017 06.15AM
Maamukd 11.00AM
Renewal Centre- Kochi/ Jesus’ Fraternity | 04.00PM
POC/ Inter Faith Dialogue 06.00 PM
0°] Minor Seminary- Kalumaa/
Major Seminarians’ Camp 06.15AM
Amalagiri/ MSC Management-
Head Masters’” Meet 10.00AM
Pavumpa 05.00 PM
10 Cathedra 06.30 PM
Amalagiri/ Shalom Recording 09.00AM
POC 05.00PM
n Brook International School- Sasthamkotta | 10.00AM
Trivandrum 12.00Noon
13 Renewal Centre- Kochi/ ACRCI Meet 09.00AM
14 Kuravilangad 12.00Noon
Jeevaram /Annual Retreat 2017 07.00PM

S

I onW
Date Venue / Function Time
14-19 Jeevaram/Annual Retreat 2017
20 Amalagiri/ Interview-Minor Seminary 09.00AM
Jeevaram / MCA Camp 10.00AM
Kayamkulam/ ChethanaGeneral Body Meet 11.00AM
Kollakadav 03.00 PM
21 Punnala 08.00AM
Changanacherry 11.30AM
Jeevaram / MCA Camp 03.00 PM
Pulimkunnu 03.00 PM
2 Minor Seminary- Kallumaa/
Minor-Mgjor Orders 08.00AM
23-24 | Amalagiri/ Eparchia Assembly
5 Athirumka 11.00AM
Mavelikara 06.00 PM
27 Cathedral/ Firs Communion
Children’s Meet 10.30AM
Kattanam 12.30PM
28 Tiruvala-Cathedra 11.00AM
Kodukulanji 02.30 PM
JUNE
01 Neeleswaram 11.00AM
o3 Chengannur/ Catechism Meet 09.00AM
524







